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A court has authority to adjudicate the rights of litigants only at the time prescribed by law for holding the sittings or 
sessions of a court. 


A court has the authority to adjudicate the rights of litigants only at the time and places prescribed by law for holding court! 
though the parties may acquiesce to having a decision rendered out of session.” Although the sittings or sessions of a court 
must be held at the times prescribed or authorized by law,” the governing law may vary in different states, or in the same 
state at different times, and sometimes is quite broad as to the authority conferred.* When the duration of sessions is fixed by 


constitution or statute, the court has no power to shorten them? although it may prolong or extend them.° 


The sessions or sittings of a court during the term are as a general rule within the control of the court, and it may adjourn its 
session from day to day or for a longer period’ provided the adjournment is to a day that is within the time period during which 
the term can legally continue.® Furthermore, a court may be recessed from one day to another of the same term.” Indeed, an 


adjournment from one day to another is a mere recess in the sessions of the court. 1 


Although a court may on the opening day of a term adjourn to a fixed day later in the term, LI it cannot take a recess until after 


it is organized for the term. ae 
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